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Bishop Nigel writes… 
Sieved by the night 
 

Christmas marks the passing of the shortest days of the year here in Britain. The dark 
evenings lend themselves to reflection and thoughtfulness, taking stock, and looking 
forward at last to the year’s turning and a fresh start. 
 

As 2019 draws to a close, we look back on a seismic Brexit Election and the unending 
tragedy of Syria, terrorism and multiple migrations, global climate change and worries 
about jobs, health and social welfare in the UK. We question our sense of identity and 
wellbeing. It is as though the old certainties, such as they were, have evaporated. The 
young despair of the direction of travel set by their elders. 
    

Yet waiting hopefully underpins is the Christian approach to Christmas. Our Advent 
Candles shine and opening the windows of the Advent Calendar we count down with 
our grandchildren the number of ‘sleeps till Christmas.’ And silently we pray that a 
Saviour will come and sort out the mess the world perpetually falls into. And humanity 
raise its game. 
 

But the good news is that Christ comes to us in Bethlehem, unready and not as we 
should be, but simply as we are. He made his home among us so that we might for ever 
dwell with him. It is a time for family and friends and gathering for atmospheric church 
services. The happy occasion for exchanging gifts and indulging in festive food. Also an 
opportunity for generosity towards those many people less fortunate than ourselves, 
for friendship towards the lonely, and making an effort with those harder to like. 
 

Time was slow snow sieved by the night, 
a kind of love from the blurred moon; 
your small town swooning, unabashed, 

was Winter’s own. 
Snow was the mind of Time, sifting 
itself, drafting the old year’s end. 

You wrote your name on the window pane 
with your young hand. 

And your wishes went up in smoke, 
beyond where the streetlamp studied 
the thoughtful snow on Christmas Eve, 

beyond belief, 
as Time, snow, darkness, child, kindled. 

Downstairs, the ritual lighting of the candles. 
 



Christmas holds a remarkable feel for people of faith and those who say they have 
none. The poet Carol Ann Duffy captures this mixture of religious and secular 
experience in her evocative poem Christmas Eve. We imagine the snowflakes in the 
urban streetlamps, viewed from a child’s bedroom. A reflective moment – the 
thoughtful snow on Christmas Eve is sieved by the night, and the lighting of candles. 
Wherever and however you are keeping the Season, I wish you every blessing for 
Christmas and the New Year.  

 

A prayer for the New Year… 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
whose years never fail 
and whose mercies are new each returning day: 
let the radiance of your Spirit renew our lives,  
warming our hearts and giving light to our minds; 
that we may pass the coming year 
in joyful obedience and firm faith; 
through him who is the beginning and the end, 
your Son, Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

In need of prayer…. 
Etienne Salt, Arielle Salt, Graham Chapman, Barry Crum, Heather Haynes, Richard 
Haynes, Chris Wooster, Jean Dewar, Julian Ellin, Harriet Rich and Ben Comins. 
 

Special Prayers…  
We pray for Juliette and James who were married on the 21st December.  We wish 
them God’s blessing as they start their married life together. 
 

RIP…. 
We give thanks for the lives, pray for the souls and ask comfort for the relatives and 
friends of Phyllis Flintham, Doris Colman and Christine Giles. 
 

Year’s Mind 
 Hazel Dixon  (2008) Tom Terry   (2003)   
 Stephen Vessey  (2005) Yvonne Simmonite  (2010) 
 Alan Scott  (2004) Rosa Kirkbride   (2006) 
 Alan Farmer  (2012) Barbara Ranford   (2014) 
 Alec Benson  (1978) Constance Irene Blythe  (2007) 
 Lawrence Hodson  (2017) Maud Knott   (2010) 
 Edward Core  (2009) David Astle   (1993) 
 Madge Meyer  (2003) Julie Flint   (1991) 
 Clara Wood  (2000) Ted Standen   (2002) 
 Christopher Bell  (2007) James (Tom) Parker  (2008)  
 Irene Mary Carter  (2008) Albert Strawson   (2014) 
 
 



Christmas Services….. 
Christingle      Sunday 22nd at 4.00pm 

Ever popular service for all. Children love making the Christingles, decorating oranges in 
the ancient Moravian tradition. You are welcome whether you normally come to church 
or not. Refreshments.  

 

Ducklings Christmas Service          Christmas Eve at 9.30am 
Toddlers welcome with their parents, grandparents, older siblings, carers, etc. Shorter 
than usual, without the big play equipment, but the usual fabulous refreshments, great 
chat, and join I the Christmas Story.  Come dressed for a Nativity if you wish! 
 

Crib Service       Christmas Eve 3.00pm 
Return after a few years of the proper Crib Service. Come dressed for a part if you wish. 
Open to absolutely everyone. Put the heart in Christmas with your family this Christmas. 

 

Carols on the Green    Christmas Eve 7.00pm 
One of the big Nettleham community events. We join with our friends in Nettleham 
Methodist Church, Threshold Church, members of Nettleham Community Choir and the 
Salvation Army Band for a rousing singing of popular carols. Bring a torch or a lantern, 
and a voice if you have one! Back to All Saints for mulled wine and mince pies after. 
 

Midnight Mass     Christmas Eve 11.30pm 
The heart of Christmas. Greet the Word made Flesh in the tiny baby in the manger, in 
the dead of night, in the Holy Eucharist, with candlelight, music and atmosphere.  All 
welcome. 
  

Holy Communion for Christmas   Christmas Day 8.00am 
 A simple service for those who like to greet the Lord quietly. 
 

Parish Eucharist of Christmas  Christmas Day 10.00am 
The joyful service on Christmas Morning. Well known carols, beautiful worship. 
Communion for those that want it. Things for children. Bring a present to show off!  

 

Christmas at Riseholme   Christmas Day 11.15am 
Celebrate Christmas Day at Riseholme St Mary’s Church. Holy Communion, a sermon 
and well-known carols.    

 

New Year’s Eve     December 31st 11.30pm 
Our Watch Night Service. Interrupt your partying and come to church for 35 minutes to 
say thank you for 2019 and welcome to 2020.  Just a few readings, a couple of songs, 
Auld Lang Syne, a glass of bubbly, neighbours’ fireworks. Nothing to say you can’t bring a 
wee dram or two to share! Then back to the pub, the party or the rubbish TV! 

 
 
 



Weeks commencing 22nd December… 

Sunday 22  Advent 4 
 8.00am Said Eucharist 
 9.30am Sung Eucharist 
 4.00pm Christingle 
  

Monday 23 Feria       

Tuesday 24 Christmas Eve 
 9.30am Ducklings Nativity 
 3.00pm Crib Service 
 11.30pm Midnight Mass 
   

Wednesday Christmas Day 
 8.00am Said Eucharist 
 10.00am Christmas Family Worship with Holy Communion 
 11.15am Christmas Communion with carols St Mary’s Riseholme 
                

Thursday 26 Stephen, deacon, first martyr 
         

Friday 27 John, Apostle and Evangelist      

Saturday 28  The Holy Innocents 
 

Sunday 29 Christmas 1 
 8.00am Said Eucharist 
 9.30am Sung Eucharist 
 11.15am BCP MP St Mary’s Riseholme 
 

Monday 30 Feria       

Tuesday 31 New Year’s Eve 
  No Ducklings 
 11.30pm Watchnight Service 
   

Wednesday 1 New Year’s Day/Naming and circumcision of Jesus 
                

Thursday 2 Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, bishops, 379 and 389; Seraphim, 
monk, 1833; Vedanayagam Samuel Azariah, bishop, evangelist, 1945 

 9.30am Said Eucharist followed by coffee 
         

Friday 3 Feria      

Saturday 4 The Holy Innocents 
  

Sunday 5 Epiphany 
 8.00am Said Eucharist 
 9.30am Sung Eucharist and Presentation of Gifts 
 4.00pm Worship@4 
 6.00pm Evening Prayer 
 7.15pm Saints Alive in the Parish Centre 
 

 Weekday Morning and Evening Prayer – Said privately until 6th January 
    
 

Readings Sunday 29 December – First Sunday of Christmas 
Isaiah 63.7-9      Psalm 148    Hebrews 2.10-18  Matthew 2.13-23 

Readings Sunday 5 January – Epiphany 
Isaiah 60.1-6      Psalm 72.10-15  Ephesians 3.1-12 Matthew 2.1-12 

 
 



Prayer Diary…. 
  Day               Diocese, wider church       Parish                                                        
Sunday 22nd 
4th of Advent 

Please pray for the many people who will 
visit our churches over this Christmas 
period, that they may find a warm 
welcome, inspiring worship, and a 
challenge to respond to the good news 
of God with us. 
Pray for Christians in other denominations 
and the work of the ecumenical movement – 
His Holiness Pope Francis, Bishop of Rome; 
His All Holiness Archbishop Bartholomew of 
Constantinople, New Rome and Ecumenical 
Patriarch; The Revd Dr Olav Fykse Tveit, 
General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches; Bishop Ivan M Abrahams, General 
Secretary World Methodist Council; The 
Revd Chris Ferguson, General Secretary of 
the World Communion of Reformed 
Churches 

Eternal God, as Mary 
waited for the birth of your 
Son, so we wait for his 
coming in glory; bring us 
through the birth pangs of 
this present age to see, with 
her, our great salvation in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Monday 23rd The Stickney Cluster. The Revd Fran 
Jeffries. 
Evo (Nigeria): The Rt Revd Innocent Ordu;  
Exeter (England): The Rt Revd Robert Atwell;  
Exeter (England): The Rt Revd Nick 
McKinnel; Exeter (England): The Rt Revd 
Jackie Searle 

Our clergy, Reader and 
Administrator 
Pray for Fr Richard, Revd Judy. 
Bishop Nigel, Jane Hanson and 
Kath Pickering 
We pray for All Saints Church, 
St Mary’s Riseholme, the 
Methodist Church and 
Threshold. 

Tuesday 24th 
Christmas Eve 

Christingle services. Please pray for all 
those who will visit Christingle, Crib or  
Carol services over the Christmas period 
– that they will discover the wonder of  
the Christmas story. 
Ezo (South Sudan): The Rt Revd John 
Kereboro Zawo; Faisalabad (Pakistan): The 
Rt Revd John Samuel 

Our choir and organists 
Pray for choir members, for our 
Choir Mistress, and our organists 
We pray for the pre-schools, 
infant and junior schools. 

Wednesday 25th 
Christmas Day 

Please pray for the peace of Jerusalem 
and the people of Bethlehem, and for a 
joyful celebration of the birth of our 
Saviour. 
The Falkland Islands: The Rt Revd Timothy 
Thornton; False Bay (Southern Africa): The 
Rt Revd Margaret Brenda Vertue; Federal 
Ministries (USA): The Rt Revd Carl Wright; 
Federal Ministries (USA): The Rt Revd James 
Magness 

Our churchwardens, 
sidespeople, readers and 
intercessors.   
We pray for Church View. 

Thursday 26th 
Stephen, 
Deacon,  
First Martyr 

The Partney Cluster. The Revd 
Teresa McLaughlin. 
Fianarantsoa (Indian Ocean): The Rt Revd 
Gilbert Rateloson Rakotondravelo; Florida 
(USA): The Rt Revd John Howard  

Charities we support and 
the FiSH project 
We pray for the health centre 
and all healthcare workers. 

Friday 27th 
John, Apostle 
and Evangelist 

Retail and commerce. Please pray for 
our shops and those working in them 
during the busy period of Christmas and 
New Year sales. 
Fond du Lac (USA): The Rt Revd Matthew 
Alan Gunter; Fort Worth (USA): The Rt Revd 
Scott Mayer 

The Sacristy team and 
Servers.  We pray for the whole 
team and their ministry for us 
We pray for the police 
headquarters, police office and 
emergency services. 



Saturday 28th 
The Holy 
Innocents 

The Spilsby Cluster. The Revd Canon 
Peter Coates. 
Fredericton (Canada): The Rt Revd David 
Edwards; Freetown (Sierra Leone) (West 
Africa): The Rt Revd Thomas Arnold Ikunika 
Wilson 

Our Family Church, Cuppa 
Time, Ducklings and their 
leaders. 
We pray for the parish council, 
our representatives on district 
and county councils, in 
Parliament and the European 
Parliament. 

Sunday 29th 
The First Sunday 
of Christmas. 
Thomas Becket, 
Archbishop of 
Canterbury, 
Martyr, 1170 

Please pray for all those who have spent 
this Christmas away from home, 
especially those who are exiles or 
refugees. Pray that visitors from abroad 
might find a warm welcome in our land. 
Gahini (Rwanda): The Rt Revd Alexis 
Bilindabagabo; Gahini: The Rt Revd 
Manasseh Gahima; Gambia (West Africa): 
The Rt Revd James Allen Yaw Odico 

God in Trinity, eternal 
unity of perfect love; gather 
the nations to be one 
family, and draw us into 
your holy life through the 
birth of Emmanuel, our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Monday 30th The Marden Hill Cluster.The Revd 
Canon Peter Coates. 
Gasabo (Rwanda): The Rt Revd Onesphore 
Rwaje; Gboko (Nigeria): The Rt Revd 
Emmanuel Nyitsse 

Our clergy, Reader and 
Administrator 
Pray for Fr Richard, Revd Judy. 
Bishop Nigel, Jane Hanson and 
Kath Pickering 
We pray for shops, businesses 
and pubs and village amenities: 
Mulsanne Park, Village Hall and 
the Old School 

Tuesday 31st 
John Wyclif, 
Reformer, 1384 

Vergers, welcomers and 
sidespeople. Please pray for all those 
whose ministry is to welcome visitors 
and to ensure good quality in our 
worship and witness. 
George (Southern Africa): The Rt Revd Brian 
Maraj; Georgia (USA): The Rt Revd Scott 
Benhase 

Our choir and organists 
Pray for choir members, for our 
Choir Mistress, and our organists 
We pray for village amenities: 
the Community Hub and Scout 
and Guide HQ 

Wednesday 1st 
The Naming and 
Circumcision  
of Jesus 

The Deanery of Christianity.  
The Revd Dr Hugh Jones, Rural Dean; 
Mr Neil Denny, Lay Chair. 
“We continue to pray for wisdom as we 
seek to support and encourage one 
another in ministry across the city of 
Lincoln.” 
Lagos (Nigeria): The Right Revd Humphery 
Olumakaiye; Lagos Mainland (Nigeria): The 
Right Revd B C Akinpelu Johnson; Lagos 
West (Nigeria): The Right Revd James 
Olusola Odedeji 

Our churchwardens, 
sidespeople, readers and 
intercessors.   
We pray for the residents of All 
Saints Lane, The Rowans and 
The Chestnuts. 

Thursday 2nd 
Basil the Great  
and Gregory of 
Nazianzus, Bishops, 
Teachers of  
the Faith 

Church schools in Christianity 
Deanery:  
Bishop King, St Faith and St Martin, St 
Peter-at-Gowts, St Peter-in-Eastgate. 
Lahore (Pakistan): The Right Revd Irfan 
Jamil; South Western Brazil (Brazil): The 
Right Revd Francisco De Assis Da Silva;  
Southeast Florida (USA): The Right Revd 
Peter Eaton 

Charities we support and 
the FiSH project 
We pray for the residents of 
Deepdale Lane, The Dene and 
Scothern Road 

Friday 3rd Birchwood, St Luke: The Revd Linda 
Harris. 
Lainya (South Sudan): vacant;  
Southeastern Mexico (Mexico): The Right 
Revd Benito Juarez-Martinez 

The Sacristy team and 
Servers.  We pray for the whole 
team and their ministry for us 
We pray for the residents of 
Cotton Smith Way, Herrington 
Avenue, Lechler Close, Cooper 
Close and Aima Court. 



Saturday 4th Boultham, Holy Cross: The Revd 
Canon David Osbourne. 
Lake Malawi (Central Africa): The Right 
Revd Francis Kaulanda; Southern Brazil 
(Brazil): The Right Revd Humberto 
Maiztegue Goncalves; Gippsland (Australia): 
The Right Revd Dr Richard Treloar 

Our Family Church, Cuppa 
Time, Ducklings and their 
leaders. 
We pray for the residents of 
Shaw Way, Heath Road, 
Monsford Close and East 
Street. 

Sunday 5th 
The Second Sunday 
of Christmas 

Please pray for all those on a spiritual 
journey, seeking to find faith, and for our 
churches to be places where they will 
meet their new king. 
Pray for the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, 
New Zealand and Polynesia: The Most Revd 
Philip Richardson – Bishop of Taranaki and 
Primate; The Most Revd Don Tamihere – 
Pihopa o Aotearoa and Primate; The Most 
Revd Fereimi Cama – Bishop of Polynesia 
and Primate 

God our Father, in love you 
sent your Son that the 
world may have life: lead us 
to seek him among the 
outcast and to find him in 
those in need, for Jesus 
Christ’s sake.  Amen. 

 

  
 

Reduced weekday pattern…. 
From Christmas until Monday 6th January, the pattern of daily prayer in church will be 
reduced. There will be no weekday Eucharists until the Thursday 2nd January. Morning 
and Evening Prayer will be said privately, and our normal pattern of daily in church at 
9.00 and 6.00 will not resume until Monday 6th January. 
 
The office is closed officially from Christmas Eve until 3rd January. There may be people 
there if you drop by! For urgent matters please call the Rector on 01522 754752 or on 
his mobile, 07717 767879. 
 

Plans for January and February…. 
We are keeping the feast of the Epiphany on Sunday 5th January. Services will be at 
normal times, but the 9.30am Parish Eucharist will included the commemoration of the 
visit of the Magi, and a presentation of the traditional gifts. 
 
On Sunday 12th January, there will be no 9.30 Parish Eucharist, but instead we will 
gather at Nettleham Methodist Church to share in a Covenant Service. 
 
The following Sunday, 19th January, is a day of prayer for Christian Unity, and we 
welcome other denominations to All Saints for a shared act of worship. 
 
Back to normal on Sunday 26th January. Sunday 2nd February is the feast of Candlemas, 
the end of the Christmas Season. We are moving our Parish Eucharist to 6.00pm, 
mainly because candles are more fun in the dark! 
 
From Sunday 9th February, we hope to establish a new pattern. 8.00 will remain the 
same, 9.30 will always be our main Eucharist, but with a monthly pattern of different 
musical offerings. 11.15 will alternate a serious slot for preaching, including visiting 
speakers, and a more accessible Eucharist family Eucharist slot.  



What shall I bring him, poor as I am?.... 
The New Year is a time to reflect on what God has given us, especially in the 
redeeming gift of our Lord at Christmas, and to think of ways of giving something back. 
New Year’s Resolutions are a great idea, but sometimes just ways of signing up to 
things you know you really ought to do, and kind of expecting to fail. Not that it isn’t a 
great idea to eat less or better, get more exercise, find more creative leisure time and 
see a bit of those distant relatives and friends who reminded you they exist with a 
Christmas Card. What might God be calling you to make as a resolution this year? 
Vocation is a word sometimes limited to ideas about ordained ministry. But we all have 
vocations. At the end of every service we say “Go in peace to love and serve the Lord”. 
Serve the Lord because you love him. Serve him by serving others.  
 

Around the life of the church there are so many ways to do this. Think and pray about 
ideas like: becoming a school governor; leading prayer and intercession in church or 
small groups; joining, or starting, a small group; helping with our worship as a server, or 
a reader, a welcomer or joining a choir; helping behind the scenes in the office, or the 
kitchen, or with a vacuum cleaner, or a hammer and screwdriver; joining our bell-
ringers, or the flower team; visiting people who are alone or in need; coming up with 
fundraising projects.  Whatever your skills or your interests, you can offer them for the 
use of the Kingdom of God here in Nettleham. What I have, I give him – give my heart. 
 

Contact… 
 

Rector:  Father Richard Crossland        Desk: 01522 754752
        rector@asn.church     

              Mobile: 07717 767879  
  

Assistant Curate: Revd Judy Shaw       judy@asn.church    
                 Mobile: 07594 670408 

   Assistant Bishop: Rt Revd Dr Nigel Peyton          01673 862174 
Licensed Reader: Jane Hanson             01522 809846 
Ordinand in Training: Kath Pickering 
 

Parish Administrator: Shirley Keyes         01522 931076/931075 
               admin@asn.church 

Treasurer: Russ Coulter                     treasurer@asn.church 
Churchwarden: Andy Lewis              07943 099431 
Churchwarden: Lynne Combes             01522 823867 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Russ Coulter         safeguarding@asn.church 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Jean Gledhill              gledhills@talktalk.net
                       01522 751451 
 
Parish & Deanery Office open weekdays 9.30am-12.30pm 
To discuss a baptism, wedding or funeral, please call Administrator, Shirley Keyes. 

 
 

If you need to talk urgently to a priest, please call Fr Richard or Reverend Judy. 
 

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FROM MONDAY 23 DECEMBER TO 
FRIDAY 3 JANUARY 2020 


